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Y PLEASE REPLY T0:.

ON THE 2BTH JANUARY 1996 TED GOODHAN, CHAIR OF CAC,
DELIVERED A LECTURE ON THE DANGERS OF CENSORSHIP TO THE
LEICESTER SECULAR SOCIETY (FOUNDED IN I85I AND THE OLDEST
SECULAR SOCIETY IN THE WORLD}, IT WAS AT THE LATTER'S
HALL IN THAT CITY THE AUDIENCE WERE SURPRISED BY THE
WIDE_RANGE OF BRITISH LAWS RESTRICTING FREEDOI{ OF
EXPRESSION AND THEIR CONCENTHATION ON SUPPRESSING
SEXUALITY. ONE OUESTIONER 5U66E5TED THAT THE ENGLI5H
ESTABLISHHENT USED THE EXCUSE OF ANTI-SEX CRUSADING TO
OBTAIN AND NAINTAIN CONTROL OVER ALL HEANS OF
EXPRESSION. IN OTHER WORDS THE NANNYIST "NO SEX PLEASE
WE'RE BRITISH" ATITUDE WAS A I{EANs IO .AN END, NOT AN END
rN rrmLr "'

CONCERN WAS EXPRESSED ABOUT RACIST LITERATURE AND
ALLOWIN6 FASCISTS THE FREEDOI"I OF EXPRESION WHICH THE
LATTER WOULD DENY OTHERS, IF THEY COULD. GOODIIAN
RESPONDED BY STATING THAT RACIs}1 WAS A STATE OF I1IND
AND WAS THUS, IN ITSELF, LAWFUL. THE CRIIIE OF INCITEHENT ,

TO RACIAL HATRED WAS TOTALLY DIFFERENT, SINCE IT
CONSISTED OF ACTIONS DESIONED TO ACHIEVE A SPECIFIC END
AS OPPOSED TO A MERE EXPRESSION OF OPINION, SUPPRESSING
SUCH OPINIONS WOULD TIEAN THOUGHT-CONTROL. SUCH A CURE
WAS WORSE THAT THE DISEASE OF XENOPHOBIA I

GOODIIAN CITED THE EXAHPLE OF DR EYSIIq"CT'S BOOK,
WHICH SUGGESTED THAT JEWS WERE HEREDITARILY MORE
INTELLIGENT THAN NEGROES. THE STATlSTlcs usED HAD BEEt't
II1PUGNED BY THE SUBSEOUENT STUDIES OF OTHER
P SYCHOLOGI5T5. THIS ILLUSTRATED HOW THE FREELY

EXPRESSED INTERPLAY OF THEORIES PRODUCES KNOWLEDGE.
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