
Clk E. Goodman
23 Budgen Drive
Redhill
Suney RHl 2QB

Direct Line: 020 7306 7809
Direct Fax: 020 7306 7197

26 N4av 2000

Dear Clh'Goodrnan

Taste and Decency

Thank you for your lefter of 20 i\4ay.

The High Court decisiori on the 'Rl8' issue is clearly a significant one and it will be

interesting to folloiv del,eloprnents. You algue that 'encrypted television is the
ecluivalent of 'Rl8' vicleo rec,ordings' but this has not been the interpretation to date

and the ITC Programrre Code has alrvays barred the showing of 'Rl8'material even
on encrypted chamrels. ln allor,ving the waiving of watershed restrictior-rs for pay-per-
view systems protected by PIN rnechanisms, tlie Cornrnission made clear that 'adult'
nraterial was excluded fi'on'r the arrangenrent.

Of r)ourse, policies can cir:,nge and rve rvill be consicJenng the irnplications of recent
developments and liovv they nright impinge on television standards. The issue of
proscription orders is not ercrnptecl fi'orn such consicleration burt there is nothing I can

add at this early stage.

\_. The ITC does apply nii(ional standards but this rnust involve taking into account the

sensibilities of the nation as a whole, rncluding the regions. r'ather than accepting a
wholly metropolitan point of vieiv.

Yours sincerely

{.,:uy Phelps
Hted of Drama, Entertainrneut and Religion


