
r'f'r!'Y

!3, hliddleicn ulcse,

flareham,

llants. P[tlS 18t{

i.$th t{ovembsr, tOCtl

l.rrent to $ humanist andror free speech organisati*:nst

Ltear te ILr:a*-Campa igner=,
'i'h* tenrpaign Againet Censorship ir very strongly

spFss€ft t* the provisifins *n 'incitement to religious hatred', in part 5 of th*
itnli*Terrorlsnn, urime nnd Security Btll.

Hxpr*ssfu:g an rrpinion, no matter how abnoxlous, shor.rid n*t be a rri$li.nal
nrrence. The pr$per snd effertive way t{j ccuntar hete speech is wtth
int*rmatir:n, erXucatlo,n, ar6ument and debeta, nfrt cens+rship. lianning an opini*n
glv*s ii the glamour *f the forbid'l*n,

'Ihere ls a r,ride Bap between the verbal expressinn af bigotry end its
expression in acts *f q!*lence. There are elready pienty *f Lnq*s available tn
deal ldrth vi*:]ent di,sorder, &rson and assault, re6ardless of m*tive. t'eople wli*
Bre prevented irom expr*ssing themseives verbally ar-e rrl*rs likely to resirrt to
ri*ience, not iess.

'ihe €$lstlng law on incitem*nt to raciel hatr*d liar rerely been used, not
ieast trrecauss it is unlikely to resi:It in convictions. The proposed *xtension tc
f#"r'ar n*llgiour 6roup5 is even nore unworkable.

Like nearly ali c*nsarship legislailon, the prop*sa1s have been hastlly and
nadly draited. They do not even dsf ine 'rellgi*us beltef '.

it is ertre&etry unlike ly that the pr*pcsed law sould bn uscd tc' prrsecute
members ot' m*instrsam ulrristian churrhes. It ls nltch mor€ llk€iit that th*re
rharged unulsn tt would be oi rther sects and nlher taitirs. (In the cas€ *f
lslani, that rna,' €v€n he th* lntent ion.) kie cann*t be sure that groups of
aelierrers wiit n*t tny to use it to siience thelr *arn dirsidents s!'*s*members-

{'irs 0nmpaign'+riI} ba mahing repressntati*ns to Parilnrnext dr-lring the
passage e.f the Blll. Fiease let me know if :

l. You aiauld lik* copies of our dscument,

t. Yr:u wor.lld be interested in neeting our r"epr€serrtatlrres,
E'ff)



J . Y nu i\rcu ii bl: i*teres ted in d rscr"lss !,1-rg taci ics andlcr cc,'- *rt rn"a I in$ frur
eir';i-ts f ,:r raaxi:nun ,si teri.

'J -..iGu cen r'*a(h th,ll r.ampaign at ny aorir-*ss and phc,ne number tet isf i ilr
lirst pageJ s,: ay e-maii on kmmhaytranrJ t& $ritisnlihrary.nct.
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