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asjeilt tc the lZ ftiFe wh$ tebied amendments tc pt.5 and/sr took the opportunity
io prspose ihe aboiiti*n rf the b,lasph*my law}

IS, l{idd}eton t}lr:se,

Fsreham,

llants. POl4 18S

'2*ih liovember, tCt*1

Iraer

! arrite on behalf of the Cannpaign ta expr€ss clur
$?rFpsr[ fr:r ycur stand agalnst the Anti*Terrr:rism, Crime and S*curity Sili.

The Campaign Against Cens*rshLp is very sirongly *ppr:sed tr the prnrrisi'ans
on'incitement l,: religious hratl-ed'in p*rt 5 af the Eitrl.

Eirpressing an opini*n, n{.1 matter novs obnoxious, shrr.lid n*t be a rriminal
*f isnce. The prop*r and ef feci ive ilay to ci:unter hate sp*er:h is wlth
infnrmati*n, educati*n, argument and debete, not cenrarship, Banning an opinion
glres it the glamour- r:f the fr:rbidden.

There is & wid* Sep between ths ver'na1 *spressi*n *f bigatry and its
erpr*sr;l*n in acts sf riaience. There are alrsady plenty rf laws availabie to
eieai with vlolent dlsi:rder, Ersisn and asssult, i-egareilees of m':ti"'*, P**pIe who
ar* pr€v*nted frcnn expr*ssing tliemselves verbally ara m*rs ilk*ly tr: res*rt tr:
'.rlJlencg, nat less^

The exlsting Law cn inritement to racial hat:-ed has rarel), been us*d, not
l*est becaus* it is uniih*ly tl: resr:lt in c*nqicticns. Th* proposed exhensiun ta
rsver r*iigi'ot"is gr$ups ls even dl.:re unworkahie.

i-ike n*arly ail censoruhl.p iegisieti.+n, the proposal* hsve b*en hastily and
badly draf ied. 'Ihey d* not even def ins 'reliiglous beiief '.

;t is estremeiy unlikely that th* propos*rJ lar,; r.rouiri ba us*d io. prasecut*
r**mbers of mainatream f,hristian churches. Lt is nuc|t mora lik*try that tirocs
charge'd under it would be of other sects end c',ther falths. ttrn the case *f
islam, thet may aven be the intention.) hie cennr:t be sure tliat Sro,ups nf
Lrelievers wilt not try to use it to sil*nce thelr *wn dtssidents u.r ex*mernbers.

"lhe fsitr$wtng pcints ere of particuler c$ncernl

r-iause:i8, pe$e 1$, lime i8 * there is nr: d*finition sf
*,$surencq$ *ffer*d by the Minister, we cann,st be sure
will not be prosecuted"

hatr*d'. trn spite *f the
that ri'ilcuie an'l s.stire
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ilLalise J,-*, png* 11, i.:ne l9 - refei*5,?.nif to *gr*ups'. ii cioes n*l pr*${rib*
.iilsrlis sn indi",rldu*ls. (1t tiloilld n,3t prsnibir en attack r:n $aimen Rr-rshqlie i*r'
hir:l lark r:f b'strief in the l',:ran,,,

liru:e:',.3", page l$, Iine= i!J*20 * th*re is r:n ciefiniti,,:n o{'rellgiri:s b*li*t''
and n\i d*finition ct'graup'. Thir lacli ':f r:1,*t'lniti*n rney l.sed tc,aLienpts i:y
m*mbei-s of sxi'stin6 faiths to siienre lii*tr i:pp*r:ents ancl"/or thsir *i,,'n,Jissident
lirfttrtf r lno :F i inter trllijps .

Cieust 3*, psse i9, lines i1-3 i - Ti:e alauses in the f'ublic #rcier *.i:t, 19$fi
tc"n4.,\ * pert 3, cinus*s 1?*e3 -' are hea"oiiy cep*ndent on p:roaf *f intent, T'riet
ia, perpl,e meir be cr:nvicted n;rt far ih* mattsrial the5'publi=i'r h'r.rt ior wnat th*y
ihink,:i ii.:t is i+r,:ng il: prcsecutr: pe*pl* f*;- whai rhei,thinli.
'iiauee.r&, pa6* 1'3, iine -", I - 5irnptr6 poi:Fesrirrn,rf any nal*riat, n* meil*r hc,'r+
i:rf*nsii,'e, shr:ul.rl nat b* a *rimlnai af i'ence,

ii+'e euppr:rt c':mplete rep*al af the iaa ':f bla;:ph+lmy and blnspir*mc'l:s iibei"

fnanh lrrju fol- yLatrn att*ntirln, fii:*rl luch!

Yc.urs,

iiirn. Sernr-otatry, ;F.',,,


