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arial o in the jowurnal is by the editor
il showlcod not e resd &S representing any kind of official

wiww oot Ll Campaion,

David Erwuce Tavlor

Fha, 12 ds Lhee foe b gt Uncensored that T have edited,
Wheen T towk on the job somne eightesn months a

o, therse was
o Lhes o havel B0 wegency Lo get gomething out guickly, on
Lhe other nothing laeft in the held-over file, Eelisving tlus
cvisia was  Lamporary, Iowrole  the whols issws (Ko, 130
fvssdl 0 dne Dueling an ecdi bovial which Llas

Al prasenl. we get a very good “press-cutting" service from
o readers - and that is entirely welcome - but very few of
them seen keen to Lry their hand at auvthorship on their own
sccount, - The expression of views, to my mind, is just as
important a part of a publication like this as the recording
af information, and T would very much welcome correspondence
and even slort articles (which I have to confess, though,
might e often be even shorter if and when they are
b lished),

i
i

The it in brackets was aodded in anticipation of a blizzare
which has 3 rather less than a flurry, «
fav evaeryvihing vreosived e published i Ffwll, It's &
wide—open buyvers ' market ' therefors, why nob tey
vt sl 17 vl )
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Fonsessey Lot 3oy ooy Fiemm 1 L =

v thie Fioght sagainst Tevrvrorism?T

IT would e trivializing =2 tragedy of very considevable pro-
portions o make the ouwrder of  ten bandsmen at Deal simply
Lhe ooccasion of yet another protest at the shesr pointless—
nass of  the blanket of political silence that prevents any
realistic discussion of the Irish question, If the purposs
of  that silence is to starve tervvorism of  the “owygen of
publicity”™, the terrorists have proved yet again how imposs-—
ilale it is to achieve that purpose, Any time they want to
cdraw attention to themselves, all they have to oo is o
commit another oulvage, The idea that sscurity can sver be
g Light as to make this inpossible is sillier even than the
politicians who profess to believe it,  &nd when they occour,
is it conceivable that such outrages should not be reported?
But that iz thes st oof the publicity gains, The real
bonus liss in the fact that every politician one has ever
Fuzarad of dmeediately fesls himself obliged to pronounce &
moral ok loguy, If I were a terrovist, pervhaps even greater
Lhan Lhe exhilaration of committing the outrage would be the
shilavation of listening to the howls of condemnmation after
every sovhiae, T would take it as proof (a) that I was a
pErsont W could not be ignored - whick is surely the chief
motivation behkind all acts of terrorism regardless of the
palitical pretexts offered - and (b)Y they howl o lowdly
only because there is nothing else they can do about it,  If
there were, they would surely spare their lomgs and oo it

Mr Eimg and Mrs Thatcher are agreed on the official propa-
ganda ling: "They must never be allowed to succesed, " Inbon-
ed in those sane accents of steely resolution which in obher
areas over the last decades have a successful record, therve
are many whoo find the slogan reassuring, Has it occurred to
them  that the IRA, like wost tervorist movements, bhave no
real ambition to "swuccssd" in the first place?  To tell them
Lhat they canm't or won't or won't be allowed to succesd is a
it like telling a gardener that his job will nsver be fin-
ish . Mo kview that wlhen be took it oon, and his  onernding
commd st oo i ds one af the very things he finds most
satisfying, The Levrvorist views the political world as the
gardanzr views the natural - permansntly and radically oppo-
saed Lo his ambitions, He has no veal hops of winning the
battls as an army might; and that is why he doss oot fight
like & soldier, Terrvorism allows bim to find - what perhaps
most young men (parbicularly those with few real prospects
olherwiss) have alwavs been looking for - dangsr, excitemsent
and  significance, as a part of & cosmic battle against
Injustice, Dom't ask for a defintion of injustice in such a
combaeat s it has vo ddefind Lion,

nlilke the soldier, also, the tevrorist enjovs hig thrills
al &  wvery  cheap e, Mlike Lhe soldier's, his is &
compraralively safe al.ion,  0Of all the casualbly groups in

e
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Morthern ITreland, that of the terrorists themselves is by
far ths smallest, They claim the right to kill others at
will; v one claims  the right to kill them wnder  any
circumstances, It is this perverse variant of the "rule of
law" - which the terrorvist claims to oppose as a sham -
whiclh is in fact his biggest ally in the fight, This "rule
of law", as far as he is concernad, is no more than the dis-—
advantageous  terrain which ths ensmy has chosen to ocoupy
and deferd, which makes it esasy and comparatively safe for
Fiim to attack them, and difficult — indeed for all practical
purposss impossitile ~ for them to attack hkim, '

This is nobt the place to discuss precisely what adjust-
mEnts are ne 1 Lo such a demonstrably inept ideology, It
is sufficient for the present to note that the ideology it-
s2lf is & crucial reason why owur presence in Northsrn Ive-
land serves so little wusseful purpose,  But what of the oller
illusions with which we console ourselves for o manifest
lack of success? Shoaalal we not at last abandon the claim
still insistently mads Cthough now rather faintly and weari-
vy that over the vesrs one can see  a gradual pattern of
improvemsnt  ensrging? The situation is demonstrably a
gtalemate, has been so for more than a decade, and one that
rfectly suwits the purposses not only of the terrorists
themselves but also of a body that we like to suppose is one
of our main alliss against them — the Irvish governmant,

The advanbtages of the present situwation to this body are
Sworth consicaring in detail, Nobody knows just how sincere

vheir professions are of their opposition to tervrvorism, I
doubt if they know themselves: it is not a question that
they even nesd to ask themseslves, It is impossible they
shwould e lind to the beauty of theiv present situation, in
which Lthey can sign the Hillshborough Agreemsnt and a bondred
more such o without ever nesding - indeed withouwt ever being
able -~ Lo wlo anything effective about  terrvorism, Thiz
fuestion of sstracdition perfectly illustrates ouwr Yno win®
sl Lheiv Mmoo logse" situation, They have agreesd Lo it, and
they  have even given ouits a good performance of  being
clebermir Lo A lement it the act can be made all Lhe more
convincing becauss Cunlike the British government) they kEnow
ecoms & reality, Indeed, the business of
sxbraodition isn't svert in their hands, It is in ths hands
of  the judges, who aree plainly determined not to inplewmsnt
it, and who kEnow Cas o the Ivish government Enows, almost
certainly to its joy and relief) that they canmot be mads to
clo s, Even if the judgss themselves wanted to, they are
sensible enowgh o realize that the odium Cand therefore Lthe
damgers) of estradition would fall, not o on the politicians
who have  made such agresments, but on thenselves whio are
supposed Lo carey Lhem oot

The McVeigh cass last vear is an excellent illustration of
Lloz pooind., The  judlgs was satisfied that the man standing
Bafore bim had the sans nane as that on the estradition pap-
VS, What, he profe A4t doubt was whethey it was in fact
Ll same man, Tl sanez clowbt would effortlessly invalidate

ks

Ehat ih can never
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the procesdings of any trial that has ever taken place; Nor
wotdld anything be achisved by any evidence of identity being
of fered  to Lhe court, Supposing it wers offered by the
palice: the conversation would go something like this;

Judge: You say you can identify the prisoner, How nuch
personal acguaintance do you have with him? :

Folice: None at all,

Judge: In that case, I don't see how I can accept your
identification, ‘

The case is no better if actual acquaintances are subborned
for Lhe joly
Judg=: Up to how long ago did you know the prisoner?
Witness: Up to X number of years ago

Judge: Sure, & man can change out of all recognition in that
time, Release the prisoner,

Take a desperate case of the man's own mother, with whom hbe
Fas lived all his life, being prepared to do it

Judge (to the prisoner): This woman claims to be your
mother, Is that right now?
Frisoner: Never seen her before in my life,

This problem of identification camnot be solved, because it
is vt in fact a problem of identification atall; it is a
problere of -political will, -

We come now to bhe qqutlun 1mmnrta11hwd by Lenin: What is
to be done?  There is at present no shortage of discussion
about an infinite variety of possibilities, with the glaring
zwcephion of one; that we should withdraw, There is a frag-
ment of the loony left that advocates it on the unappealing
o] the IRA is right; but among the serious and art.—
iculate, to any number of whom the idea must have ocourred
not meErely as a possibility, but as the likeliest eventual
outcomes,  the silence is deafening, And since we can be
e tos ~U\~ that no “reputable" newspaper would be prepared
Lo wgive ace bo bLhe idea, let wus offer it a little hospit-
ality I

I v not the slightest doubt that the consequences of
withedrawsal would be hovreifying, and that it is the presence
of the British avmy alone which for the moment saves Ireland
(tle whole of Iveland? from such conssguences, On the other
hand, as Mrs Thatcher last year discovered in Australia,

wre is oa sizeable and noisy section of the population in
English-speaking countries Cand.?n ot a few others such
25 Holland, Swedsn and Germany? who profess not to believe
that  any such  conseduences  are threatensed, They are
convineed — and for all 1T know they may very well be right
st Lhis - that the British presence in NMorthern Iveland
pothing really to do with keeping the peace atbt all, but
simply &N ample of  vesltigial Imperial stubboroness,




[ 6] UNCENSORED

The British won't withdraw because they think they have a
right o be there — and regardless of the consegquences: they
will wnever withdraw, = why ot boost Ivishh morale by
enbarassing o whien, e if the alternative were as hicde-
ous 55 they claim,  Lhe is not the least real dangse of it
baing realized? When the Arvchbiishop of New York rebukes Me
Fockh for swuggesting that perhaps the British are needed in
Hovitheen Ivelavwd after 511, one would have to be very naive
o supposs that bhe himself believes what he says, It's just
Lhat e kEnows what pronocnosments will o ingratizste him with
is fellow Ivish-Amsricans withowt appreciably adding to the
Govarnment's difficulitises "back hons", (It is also very un-—
likely, by the way, thalt he spesbks withouwt any reference to
what the Irvish government would like him o say — and that
goes for all Irvish—fAmsvican politicians,?

Bul can we really fa the spectacle of the Irish killing
sach olher in huge noekers without doing anything about 167
O can we face Lhe sven movse horrifying spectacle of Irvish
Yrough justicet? Qe first responsibility, on the other
and, must e Lo owe owny, Oraght. we to consign our soldiers
Lo duties in whick they gt kicks all rownd and balfpence
from nobody?  Is it ever moral to put soldiers in situations
where thay are liksly to be fired on, and yst deny them an
absolutely squal right of fiving back? We seem at present
to e of ferimg the army as a kind of punchbag  to the Irish,
in the praobakly tews belisef that withoot it they would fzl1
on each othaer with abaocdonsd fury, Bt dossn't this create
z  rather vidicuwlows spesctacle, and isn't such improbable
sl f-gsacrifice o somse exbtent the justification for the
scephicism we fingd in oblber countries about the real reason
for o presence therae? Wea have no conceivable interest of
o own o o porsuee in Traeland; why then do we sspend 50 much
y  Lhere? They, who have 2 vital interest in
our staving, ssen bo feel that the present situation can he
cvnically s=xploited withoot risk to their safety, Is the
Biricts veally of such surpassing beauty that we caanot help
gt wionn e hopelessly 2ol for ever? Surely, if shs can't
2 owon booa ressonable ol fer, let's pul the ring back in oo
Pl Lhoe field,

Falooed  aned moors

The editor wowld not like it to be thought that the follow-

ing item has any relevance at all to the proceeding article,
except as regards the wnavoldable coincidence that both of

them relate (o Irelamngd, The letter was pyblished In a  __
recent Issue of  the (International HumanisléV I am sure 4
readers will agres bthat it deserves the wi¥iSst possible
circulation,

We would like to appeal for assistance in our attempls to
legally challengs veligious discrimination in the Irish
Republic, We are concerned with issues of church/state
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callusion  in key areas of education and health in par-
ticular, Help in the form of publicizing the situation
internationally could be most useful, particularly if it
encourages the financial help we need, given the Irish legal
systbem,

This state is, perhaps, the only one so far to have imple-
mented the programme of the "moral majority" in its entire-
Ly, Divorce or abortion are prohibited wnder any circum—
stances, homosexuality is illegal, censorship of sexuality
is total, and education and health are under the control of
religious interests - although state-funded,  Employment in
education and health is discriminatory (based on religious
orthodoxy)  and even teacher—training for junior cycle is
only  available throwgh entry into a religious-controlled
college,  Yet whilst under the direct control of religious
interests, these arsas are virtually wholly state-funded,
without being accountable or subject to citizens' control,

The norms of civilized demccracy are not being observed in
Ivish society, and only international awareness of this can
generate the necessary momentumn for reform,

Campaign to Separate Church and State
Dick Spicer (Secretary)

112 Rialto Cottages

Dublin 8

Republic of Ireland

On a lighter note (thowugh I suspect the Lady of Laxton Manor
would niot appreciate my describimg it as such), I publish in
full the following equally deserving appeal for suppoart amd
assistance, The document itself contains serious and sens-—
ible points; it is the title, The Corrective Party, which Is
bound to make some readers smile,

The Corvective Farty has launched its cémpaign into Europe
in order Lo bring to light sowme highly iwportant issues,
Frostitution can no longsr be ignored, The Common Market
has alveady faced the issue of prostitution, and did in fact
make bhe BErusssls conference centre (with its simultaneous
translation system) available to prostitutes for their 1956
conference, which was listensd to with great interest by
both the Belgiuw and Dubtch governments,

DECRIMINALISE FROSTITUTION,,,,,The prostitution laws in
England (a legal system called Suppression) attempts to hide
211 visible evidence of prastitution, When prostitutes have
tn hide Lheir work and . are driven underground, they become
vulnerable tn esploitation from third parties, thus opening
the floodgales to organised crime,  Because prostitutes arve
forced to wark in a furtive, stigmatised and illegal envir-
ooment, Lhe distribotion of health educztional material Lo
aobh prastitutes and clienbts is most difficult, Laws which
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prevent two or wore prostitutes working togsther from the
safety of shared premises (Keeping a Brothel) effectively
isolate prostitutes, making them unable to share work skills
and safer sex information, Dominance Mistresses, providing
fantasy services where sexual intercourse does not take
place, are penalised most harshly of all (Disorderly Houses
Acts), Frostitutes' skills should be integrated into health
education efforts, Their knowledge and experience provides
a rich and as yet untapped resource, which is invaluable in
promoting and eroticising safer sex, Clearly public health
and welfare must take precedence over the enforcement of
inapprapriate and outdated laws, Furthermore, it is crass
hiypocrisy  that prostitution is taxed and VAT-rated, vt
prostitutes are denied equal legal, civil and economic
rights, ;

REFEAL SECTION 28 OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT BILL,.,..It is the
concern of the Corrective Farty that Section 28 of the local
government bill is ill-defined and open to interpretation
We do not believe that homosexuality can be taught or promn-
. Any legislation which directly or indirectly stigma-
tises minorities on the grounds of sexual preference is
ultimately detrimental to health and education efforts, Sew
education in schools should include information about emohi-
s, relabionships  and varied and different lifestyles,
including homosexualtiy,

oted

OFPPOSITION TO CENSORSHIF,, ., ., Fornomgraphy is a demand-orisn-
tated phenomenon, Restricting the availability wof such
material drives consumers to sesk illegal avenuss to meet
their requirements, Graphic depictions between consenting
adults should be freely available, and utilised to promote
safer sex, Nobody caught HIV infection by looking at pict-
HrEs, Clearly public health should be prioritised [ 7he
things I oo for freedom! - ed]l over prudery,

THE LADY OF LAXTON MANOR LINDI ST CLAIRE
THE CORRECTIVE PARTY
(THE SAFE AND CARING PARTY)
58 Eardley Crescent, Earls Court SWS 9JZ
Campaign co-ordinator: Louise Hanson
IF YOU CARE - VOTE ST CLAIRE

On 25th September The Times published on its feature pags an
article whose subbtitle was: "Jack Straw calls. for controls
on Lhe invidious spread of soft porn®,  In fact the article

gave no evidence of any spread at all, and simply complain-—
ed, in fairly conventional terms, abtout availability, But
that was the least of its dishonesties, The framework of
tlhe piete was a reference to his standing recently in a
queuz at a BEuston station bookstall and seesing someone in
front of him buy four girlies magazines — someone whio then

-
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remindad him of some one else who had offered him sixpence
as a boy of ning to "come into the bushes" with him,  Your
editor weote to complain about the article as follows:

Dear Sir

Is there any illiberal causs that Jack Straw'is not prepared
Lo espouss?  Earliser this year he was one of the most enthu-
siastic supporters of Islamic hostility to Rushdie; now he
campaigns - in terms that are the wore alarming for being

totally vague - for some kind of suppression of ‘soft porn',
) J Pl s

He seems sadly to imagine, for instance, that the suppres-
sion of journals such as Knave and Fenthowse would somehow
digscourage  "hespectacled middle-aged businessmen"  from
offering monsy  to small boys to go into the bushes with
tlhem, I believe such practices ought to be discouraged; but
I see no connection betwsen the two halves of his equation,

If T am being unfair, and this is not the implication of the
twn ideas being justaposed, perhaps Mr Straw would tell us
what he oid mean to imply? And wouwld The Times have allowed
the following as an example of "reasoning" on any other
subject than pornography? =0

“Some 113,000 copiss of Fenthouwse are bought each month at

2,50 a copy, FKnave, at £1,50, claims an average circula-
tion of . 135,000 a month, Not all of these readers, of
course, are like the man in the gueuws at Euston, nor will
they have a propensity for child abuse or sexual attack,
Eut.  the amount of pornography  freely available in this
country  is unbwealthy, and reflects a perversion in the
values of sociely,"

The man in the queus bought four such magazines, Anything
else he can be accused of apart from that is totally in He
Straw's perfervid imagination, This is even more true, of
course, of the thousands of other readers he refers to,

Mr Straw has but to cross the English channel to find
himself  among nations  as civilized as  ours, ' far mnore
prosperous, far less violent, who have enjoyed the fres
availability of such material for more than twenty years,
To them it is not the availability that sesems unhealthy but
cvalher the restrictions that are still being imposed in
benighted Eritain, o ;

Yours etce,

Mr Straw is clearly a man we need to keep an eye on - parti-
cularly if (as is by no means impossible) the next govern-
ment is Labour, and we suddenly find that these restrictive
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attitudes are also the ewpressed intentions of the then
Minister of Education, -

Identifying the Enemy

LR 0 S S S e

LISA AFRPFIGHANEST 2 SARA MAITLAND, The Rushdie File 1CA

I MUST confess I haven't resad "The Satanic Verses" and have
o particular wish Lo, This boook, a2 compilation of
articles, reviews, intsrviews and speeches about the furore
surroumnding it, must have been both easy and difficult to
write — or ghould T say conpile, Easy becauss it requires
no ooriginal thoought, snod difficult because what do yvouw leave
oty !

It wgives, of course, different viewpoints on the book,
including an Indian reviswer who liked it and called it botho
anti-police and anti-British government, - This may explain
the equivocal attituds of fthe British goveroment towards it
T also quotes variouws statements by Rushdie himss1f; "I
cxpected the nwllahs wouldn't like (it, - But. T didn't writes
it for the mullabs, ., I g2t letters every day from Muslims
wha o Like  the ook " Later on, "I write whatever there is
o write"; later still, "Frankly I wish I'd written a mors
critical book",

T also reproducss an open laetter in which Rushdise accusss
Gancdhi of givivg in to pressure from fundamentalists,
e af these, Sy dovclding,  accused Rushdise of "Satanic
fovethouwght ", aded Lhedd ol having read the ook, and said
Lhat ke didn't thrsaten violence or cincite mobs, Jjust cauti-—
rmvad e Govervment as o Muslim reaction, This avvd the

A4 aims of the Islamic Society for the Promotion of
Tolevancs, wmust be candidates for the sick joke of
=T awara, e thdeod eiveg the formula, "In the name of

AL Tak, the C , Ll Merciful",

mEpassionate

Whz kaver lists of writers supporting Rushdie, and of count-
ries  who  have  baoeod the ook o - including India,  South
Africza, =nd of coursse the Islawmic regimes, Which lsads me
b the subject of the Bigobts Unaonimouws Alliance of the W I
refer, of course, to the anti-Rushdie attituwdes, and support
for more restrictions on free speech, from the Archbishop of
Cantervbury, the Catholic hievavchy and the Chief Rabbi, all
of  whom want a law bamming "anything likely to inflame,
Lhroeegh oleso famation of the feelings or beliefs of any
gsection of s N30 e pulblic disorcder s viol-
: Tt seems thal Protestant G2 g, South African Calvin-
. Cathuwlic, Jewish and Muslim fundaoentalists are all
rothers undesr the slkkin, AL T can say is, thank God I'm an

EERRRTER =8 W
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I might add that the book heightensd my wubtter contenpt for
the  Labowr Farty, with its calls to extend the blaspheny
laws, and the "on the one hand, ,  on the other hand" equivoc—
ations of the likes of Bsrnie Grant, Max Madden, . Jack Straw
and Roy Hattersley, These last two gentlemen are apparently
targets of the nsw Islamic Farty, and I hope the Islamic
candidates split ths vote zond lose them their seats, Tl
per formance of  our own beloved FM oand Sirv Geoffrey Howe
wasn't  much  better,  tresding cautiously between  earlier
criticism of the ook and Maggis's later claim that  Your
commi tosnt to fresdon of  sxpression is unshakeable™, One
coidld call that a fourth candidate for the sick joke of the
VEaTr, '

Ttz book is indispensalle to anyons interested in the on-
going "Satanic Verses" debate, and indeed to anyons concer-
ned about any aspect of freesdom of expression, We can now,
vl might say, see who the enemy is,

On 2Eth July the US Senate passed by "veoice vote" (whatever
that is) an amendment to “"prohibit the use of appropriated
funds [i,e, public moneyl for the dissemination, promotion
or production of obscene or indecent materials, or for work
that denigrates, debases or reviles & person, group or class
of citizens on the basis of race, creed, sex, handicap, age
or - national origin,,.," In theory such proposals sound not
unreasonabile: the majority of the taxpayers who provide the
money ;. -and to whom the people who spend it are supposed to
be answerable, would probably approve,

The trouble with this view is that the same would go for
a11 arts subsidy, and for most educational and military
spending also, In practice the whnle system of' public
spending has to ke regulated by experts whose advice the
elected government accepts, even though it knows that the
electorate as a whole probably wouldn't, The practical-
ities nof the present case are a perfect illustration of
this, The amendment was moved by 'a senator who had been
angered by an exhibition of photographs by the late Robert
Maplethorpe, mounted in several museums and funded by the
MNational Endowment for the Arts, Fart of his proposal -
which is now to be put into effect - is that these mus=sums
should be excluded from all public support for five years,
and that the MEA budget should be cut by the amount it spent

on the  exhibition, MNote that these bodies have been
punished without any prior warning that they would be doing
anything punishable, In the case of the nuseums, the

punishment may well prove capital,

The wider point is the folly of trying to differentiate
(as many serious critics still do) between pornography and
art al all,  Fornography is best defined simply as an art-

istic geure, in which the zim is to arouse the behiolder,

X
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Most of it is bad art, but only a blinded bigot would insist

that all of it is, The evidence suggests, moreover, that-

the low gquality of wmuch of it is the consequence of the
automatic disapproval of the society in ‘which it is created,
It is noticeable, for instance, that continental pornography
is of a much highsr standard than that prnduced in this

country,  But Maplethorpe himself is the best illustration

that I know of the point, A high proportion of his later
photographs are unquanlnnally pornographic - and rzvetzng'

Dizcdumense ("Wearing a diaden") was the title of a picturs

painted by Sir Edward Foynter, which when shown at the Royal -

Academy in 1885 aroused a storm of proto-feminist abuse: tk
reason being that Diadumene was painted C(alas, not “is

painted" - see below) as a voluptuous nude, of a curvatious

perfection only to be conceived and executed by a panting
Victorian knight, seething and sweating wnder the constraint
of his shining armour,  "Art" in those days tended to nean,
"It's respectable and middle-class, even if it does give you
a havd on", and Sir Edward had EVEVY reason to hope that hxs
work would flnd adequate protection under that banner,

Unfortunately e succeeded too well in what he had plainly
set out Lo do (iLe, give his fellow academicians a pleasing
thrill), and not even "art" could kick the dust in the pub-
lic's eye, The mosl notable criticism was that of "A Brit-
ish Matron" in a letter to The Times who complained of the
"burning gense of sham=" felt by any "modest woman on the
arm of father, brother or lover",  (Strangesly, although the
ladies have long since dispensed with modesty, along with
Lthe need for any kind of escort, whether father, brother or
lover, 2 surprising number of them still manage to feel this
"burning sense of shame", ) To which Jerome ¥ Jerome replied
with enthusiasm, 1if not gquite with sincerity:

Zir - I qguite agree with your correspondent, “A British
Matron", that the human form is a disgrace to decency, and
that it ought never to be seen in its natural state, Eut "A
EBritish Matron" doss not go far enough, in my humble judg-
ment Zhe censures the painters, who merely copy Nature,
It is Gud Almighly who is Lo blame in this matter for having
craated such an indelicate object,

It was the Amazon lerdes, though, that won Lhe day, Siv
Edward gave in and clothed Diadumens in a kind of classic

Grecian bathrobe which allowsd her to display np more than a
single naked breast for the consolation of those in search
of  Goodness,  Truth and Beauty, The deserved outcome was
that in 1356 the picture was sold for £2, At that price it
was & bavgzain, thowghy on 20tk June this year it went for
£20,000, I suppose with the help of modern techiology it is
alxn,ﬂ possible thal one day the picture might be 'cleansd'?

!ll
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We Unmask the Evil SEX BEAST of the

London Syllabus - Exclusive!

I ONLY wish T cowuld sustain this breathless tone of tabloid
journalism — the topic in hand rather deserves such treat-
ment, Among 2 sheaf of  papers handed to me when I was
preparing this issue was a typescript page which read:

As a result of complaints from certain schools, in February
1323 650 lines of the poetry of Catullus, a homosexual Roman
writer, were withdrawn from the Latin text, excerpts of
which are included in Advanced Level Latin General Certifi-
cate of Education examination papers for translation and
comment,  The complaints may have been prompted by Section
28 of the Local Government Act 1922, which prohibits local
authorities and education authorities from promoting homo-
sexuality,

Somewhat disappointingly, the truth is rather less alarming,
On &th March 19223 a circular was sent out by the University
of London Schools Examination Board, whose full bext is;

GCE A Level Latin Juns 1929
Faper 2 Catuyllus (Selectiong)

Concern has besn expressed about certéin of  the poems
included in. this Selection, particularly poems 15, 16 and

I am writing to inform you that the Faper set for the June
1339 examination will not reguire candidates to translate or
to comment on oany of these three poems, nor will knowledge
of them be needed to answer the essays set for Question 3,

In the interests of svenhandedness I comment first on the
Lypescript. T orviginally received, The figure of £50 lines
cut oul nystifises me,  The surviving poems of Catullus comne
Lo 2,284 Lines in total,  The syllabus was a selechtion only,
and I ocan't believe that this selection ran to 1,624 lines,
On o Ll obhere bz the  Lhree posms listed in the circular
ComeE o more than 38 lines, -

Bt T am forcsd to wonder wheo can have given whoever it
was Lhe ddes that Catullus was a homosexswal writer, He is
famous above all for his storoy affaiv. with "Leskia", and
Mrs Metellus (if she it was) would, be vastly surprised to
hear ler favourite post described as honosexual SEleictly
speaking the ancient world did not . know whst a khomose:ual
was, ALL the words we might want to translate as that (the
commonest s cinedus) refer specifically to passive homosses-
Wals, who were of ben derided - sometimes merely jocularly,
somzlimes ouite savagely - though never on moral, much less
o cridminal,  grounds, On the othsr hand,  the idea that
Lheve was anything perverse in a man having active sex with

]
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pretty  young males as well as- with pretty youngs females
Viever  sesms Lo have enterved anvone's head, It is only in
this C(highly misleading? sense that Catullus can be describe-
wal, '

gome perioct in hdis life, for instance, he seems to have
frad  the hots for the boy Juventius and has left ws four
poems abwout im, one of whdch (233 is an apology for having
foreed & kiss on him, Tt is difficult to know just how much
bo make  of  them, If  Juventius had been disposed  to
complain, ke woulod have obldected on social grounds: i,
that & well-born youtho ought not to be pawed about against
fis will as if he wsre a slave boy, Such & complaint, if
mads, would have been taken very seriously, On the other
fand, it was his pride that was hort; the idea that e had
suffered soms kind of permanent damage to his emotional self
would have besn unintelligible,

Looksivng at fles 2 poemns themsselves, I must adoit I fesl
some surpriss that they sver got into a school selection at
all, and it is cuite likely that Catuwllus himself would have
shared that view, It is notorvious that his poems survived
into the Middle Agss in a single copy presenting a rather
corvrupt test - this compared with the abondance of excsllent
copies of Terence, Horace, Vievgil, Ovid and so forth, Thiez
difference of courss was that unlike all these Catullus had
o place in Lhe gschool syllabus,  Martial, who wrote about =
century  after Catuwllus but who also specialized in short
poems on social  themes, inclwding & good deal of  what e
would not hesitate to. admit was filth, is well aware that
much of what he writes is not suitable for schoolboys (there

et 25 Fooamos
i

WS of  courss,  no schoolgicrlsy, On the other hand in
(ARTES MY

-~

iz sixtesn-plusses  that nowadays make wp  Lhe
form would already have ewmbarked on public
w1l have  bheen  thowght nobhding less then
e tesoue Lhat anyore showld still o e virgine
a1 sl such an o age, @ibler din thedire reading bhabits or in
daily life,

Tt is likely thalt some good bhas coms oub of Lhis modast
tovmoi 1, I o it for granted that all but the most stupid
and spivitless pupils, sssing bhese three poems in the ook
g beseing that they wers nob, after all, going to be incl-
uded in bl svllabus, will have immediately swmelt a rat and
Lalevn bthe troogble weither o branslate them theonsslves or o
find a translation in which &1l would be esplained, Oy
Fooiar ' 5 e arid voluntary stuwdy — at this, or indeed at
vy, A - is worth least threse of classvoom drwdgerey,
One ppoint that o tim e meede,  thowgh, is that even if
e clucded from the classvoom (I must
: asion b fesling just a twinge of sympathy
witly the censord there 18 B9 reasoh why it shotld mot be

achni . on

Ayvailabhle in the libreary, Tt certainly was in my own sclenol
davs Tovieg e

7

» ore the permissive soclety was ever  thought
Thee raference o Clawss 22 may waell be relevant here,
: Lhee Tivst of  Lthse thre posns below, Lhver with

v livie translabion ancd breief notes, so thab the reacder
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can Juclge the point for bisself, CActually, the third of
Lhe Lthres is rather tame and could have passed, ) ;

!

XV

Commendo tibi me ac meos amores,

Aureli, Veniam peto pudenter

Ut, si quicquam animo tuo cupisti

GQuod castum expeteres et integellum, o
Comserves puerum miki pudice - ¢

Mom dico a populo: nikil veremur - ', : !
Istos, qui in plated modo hue modo illuc :

In re pratereunt suf occupati '
Verum a te mstuo, tuogue pene
Infesto pueris bonis malisque,

Quem tu qualubet utlubet moveto
Quantumvis wbi erit foris paratun:
Hunme wnum excipio ut puto pudenter,
Quod si te mala mens furorque vecors -

In tantam inpulerit, scleste; culpam

UL niostrum insidiis caput lacessas -

A, tum te miserum maligue fati,

Quem attractis pedibus patente portéd .

Fercurrent raphanigue mugilesque!

I entrust to you myself and my loved one,

Aurelius, Folitely I ask a favour

That, if you yourself have mentally longed for something

To come your way that was pure and untouched,

You will keep the boy for me away from corruption -

I do not say from the crowd: I fear nothing

From those, who hither and thither in the street

Go about occupied with earning a living:

It's vou I'm worried about, and your prick,

A menace to good and bad boys alike,

Shove 1t where you like, as you like,

As much as you like, have it ready for. all encounters:

I make this one exception, as I think, politely,

But 1f your evil heart and frenzied mind

Orive you, gaolbird, to such criminality

That youw scheme some sort of ambush against our head -

Ah, then luckless you, amd of evil destiny,

Through whom with your legs splayed and your gate wide open
Radishes and mullets will make their rapid passage,

The 'laved one' may or may nat be Juventius, but there can
bz no doubt that it is that kind of affair that Catullus is
referving to, Boys were usually thought of as being most
attractive when they were no longer impuberes (i,e, they
were sexually potent) bubt were still imberbes (i,e, they
were still smooth in the face), If they were still being
used for sexual purposes beyond that age, they were then
kvown as exolets (literally 'oubgrown'), a term morve heavily
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charged with contempt even than cinedus, The difference
between a cinzdus and an excletus was that the former was a
free man who did it out of sexual need; the latter was
gither a young man on the make or more usually a slave or a
freedman, Ferversaly (for once the term is being used with
a certain precision) in Roman eyes the fact that he was
compel led to act as he did only heightened his disgrace, as
well as the glory of the person making use of him,

The other point that needs clarification is in the last
tws  lines, which describe a  common ‘rough  justice’
punishment for adultery, It is clear from the rest of
Catullus' postry ithat Aurelius was in fact a close friend,
despite his being accused, both here and in No,z1, of a
predatory  attitude towards  boys  which @ freguently  dis-
regarded even the decencies of friendship, He would not in
fact have been liable to this punishment even had he yielded
to temptation, so the intention must be humorous, The fact
that Catullus entrusts his protegé to such a dangsrous
"friend' in the first place points in the same direction,
The ‘vadishes' in the last line are those large, long, wide
[talian radishes sometimes sold in England as 'mooli’,

S Lhers you are then, boys and girls, cUnfortunately the
eramination season is over, or you could have learnt up all
this and put it down on paper, In which case either you

would have had a distinction, or the examiner an apoplexy.,

The  following two documents, the first a policy statement of  the
Campaign, the second a press release issusd at the time of the passing
af the Criminal Justice Act some eighteen months ago, are left over from
the previous issue,

Eil { Video Ce hi

1. The EBritish EBoard of Film Classification is at present a split
personality,  When dealing with cinema film it is a non-statutory by
pesponsible to the film distributors; when dealing with video it is a
statutory body appointed by the Home Office, This is unsatisfactory,

2, The BEFC system of certificates should remain in being as a purely
advisory system znd consumers' guide for both cinema and video,

2, The parts of the Video Recordings Act which relate to film content
and  thee powsr of  the Home Secretary to appoint a Censor should be
repealed,  Video classification should be placed on the same footing as
cinema film,
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4, Films shiould not be cut for either cinema or video release, (Recert-
ification might occasionally be considered for video,) This would bring
the UK into line with most other EC countries,
5, The alleged welfare of children should not be used as an excuse to
censor material intended for adults, g

, The powsr of Local Authorities to prohibit the showing nf a partic-
uldr film within their area should be abn11shed

7, There is no unbiassed evidence linking fictional vicolence on film or
viden with real-life violence on the strest, Film and video should not
be used as scapegoats in criminal cases; this encourages of fenders to
svade responsibility for their actions, 2 |

2, Fictional violence reflects a violent society: it does not cause it,
Feople do not becows violent throwgh watching simulated violence on &
screen; they may choose to wabtch simulated violence because they are
already (potentially or actually) vxnlpnt penple ‘

2, The notion that women need special protection from what they may find
distasteful is patronising and sexist, Men and women should be treated
as equals, ' '

Mote: Cinema and video are both covered by the Obscene Fublications
icts,
May 1923

Child FPornography

The Campzign doss not condone the production or sale of  indecent
plntographs of children, but has reservations about the Section in the
Criminal Justice Act whiclh makes possession alone of such photographs an
offence, i ‘ '

We zrgus that once it is accepted that possession alone of any item,
no matter how offensive, can be a crime, there is little to prevent this
principal being extended to other material whose nffensiveness is not
unguestioned, '

When the Drug Trafficking Offences Act was paszed the public wers
aszured that the wnusual penalty of confiscation of assets would be
applied only to the proceeds of that particular crime, but the Criminal
Justice Act now extends that penalty to a wide range of other of fences,

The Campaing would w=lcome an assurance from the Government that the
proposed of fence of possession will not be extended, to other material
intended for consumption by members of sexual: mlnnrlty groups

March 198
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Correspondence

Pefore I set out the only item on this section, I would like to offer a
few notes on the concluding item of the previous issue, which was an
excerpt from a letter from the farmer Treasurer John Lyons to o the
secretary Mary Hayward,

Ezgimming at. the end of Mr Lyons' complaint, I do not doubt - I never

have doubted - that pretty well any communication from CAC to the

Archbishop of Canterbury was likely to be ‘binned' ). which is why the
test approach was an open letter, where it does not matter what the
actual recipient doss with it, Let wus start with the frank admission
that public men by and larvge have very little interest-in the censorship
queshion either way, We have few committed friends of real eminence,
and few committed enemiss, On the other hand, we seem to be up against
a widely-held view nowadays that pressure groups of our sort had their
zay in the sixties and seventies, and that the rising star 'is on the
ather side of the heavens, Farmal resolutions of committees formally
communicated are fine in their way; but the first guestion in the mind
af the recipient will be the one that Stalin made so famous in the
Second Wardl War: “How many divisions have they?" Qur concern must
therefore be with the wider public, whose support that person is likely
o fesl ws Ao nob have, and whose reaction will be based on that percep-
tion, :
A more interesting swjgestion is that I was “sesking to rubbish genu-
ine faith", I can understand Christians themselves being amxious to
distinguish between ‘genuine’ and (I suppose) ‘hypocritical' faith - but
stiould we be? In prackice 'faith ' is a code word meaning, "I insist
that these claims are true, and I acknowledge no obligation to give any
reason why I think so", I am perfectlyihappy to admit that the claim is
aften advanced without any conscious awareness of the inherent dishion-
asty (which is the most I can make of 'genuina' faith); but the practic-
a2l consequences for ws are exactly the same as if the plea ware tolally
cynical (as there is egually no denying it often is), ‘Genuine' faith
just as much 2s hypoeritical, is increasingly demanding that it stould
bz protected Cand the Archbishop himself has led the demand), HMoreover
if Christian claims were justified, the demand would be guite unanswer-
able: criticism of the claims has to be a part of our resistance to it
Finally: "There was undoubtedly a great need for CAC to write to the
country's leading churchman on the controversy surrounding ‘Last Tempt-
ation' in ovrder to pub a reasoned argument that the Bible represents
Christ as human, =lbesit the Son of God, and as being subjected Lo
temptations, ,,"  Once again, coming from a specifically Christian body
af  liberzal views such an approach might make sense, Stiould we so
confine ourselves? Let us suppose there were no quastion but that the
Cmwobive behind Scorsese's film was © flat, o intentional and vindictive
tlasphemy, Does Me Lyons in such cases take the view, "Oh, well, then I
suppose 1t ought to be banned"?

——

The secretary herself has had thooughts on much the same subject, and
wrote to e as follows)
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When one recsives a lovely big fat issue of a journal it seems ungrate-
ful to carp at a single sentence, but I have to disagree very strongly
with the statement on page 3 of Uncensored 12 that "If it is legitimats
for the contras to argue blind, then so it is, I presume, for the pros
to do oso too v

Mo it isn't, For twn reasons, one ethical, one practical, It is not
legitimate to argue blind that a work should be bamned, it is intellect-
uvally unsound and morally wrong,  Works of art should no more be condem-—
ned without trial than people, The would-be censors pose as moralists;
if we can demonstrate that they have behaved wnsthically we gain an
advantage, but not if our conduct is no better than theirs, We can and
should argue that “this kind of film should not be banned", but we must
not argue that “"this particular film should not be banned" uwnless and
until we have seen it, Then we can speak with real authority, but not
before, '

The remzainder of your letter to the Archbishop anply demonstrates the
practical reason against arguing blind; any attempt to go into detail
may leave the argument looking irrelevant and the writer foolish,  HNons
of the so-called 'miraculous' events referred to in your letter appears
in Scorsess's film, which conpletely invalidates paragraphs 2 and 3 and
casts strong doubts on paragraphs 4 and 5, To any one who has seen the
film Cor read the novel on which it is based) it is obvious that you
don't know what you are talking aboul,

Oh yes, There already exists a religion one of whose tenests is that
it is blasphemy to talk of an incarnation, It is called Islam,

The editor replies;

I shall be brief, I am correctly quoted in the first paragraph of
Mary's latter, The opening of the second paragraph therefore refutes a
totally different position from the on2 I hold - and still hold, That 1
presums is the ethical criticism, I have failed to locate the practical
e, unless it be the argueent that we are entitled to argue blind that
“this kimd of film should not be banned" but not that “this particular
film shiould not be", 1 should dearly love to see an actual specimen of
the first kind of argument, In fact I thought that was what I was
of fering,

I agrese I assumed when I heard the coriticism that Scorsese's film
diztorted the gospel narrative that part of the trouble would be that he
disbelisved in miracles, I was amazed (and contemptuous) to find that
in fact he does believe in them, EBub not even this admitted error ren—
ders any part of the letter totally irrelevant, since the main argument
still stands that the gospels themselves are a distortion of the events
they purport to record, I presume that Mary will admit both that Scor-
cese does distort the gospels, and that the gospels do distort the orig-
- inal facts, :

The lasi paragraph misses the point entirely, No one nesd doubt that
if Jews and Muslims were offered equal legal protection provided they
were prepared to forgo any right to accuse Christian orthodoxy of blas-
phismy  they would immediately settls for that, The question would then
bz whether the rest of us were not sntitled to exercise the rights they
had agreed to forgo,



